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My Thursday nights are reserved 
for the “So You Think You Can Dance” 
results show after the kids have been 
tucked tightly into their beds and my hus-
band, Kyle has gone off to his Associa-
tion Meeting.  I was content watching my 
favorite show and waiting for my darling 
husband to come home and join me.  By 
the time he got home, I was ready to hit 
the hay and went to bed.  Kyle, however, 
stayed in the living room watching televi-
sion and finishing up some work from his 
meeting. 
            As we live in the middle of the 
active city of Minneapolis, we hear lots 
of noises.  The sounds of people, cars, 
dumpsters, and sirens constantly float 
into our home from the busy street that 
snuggles against our home.  On this par-
ticular Thursday night, we heard a noise 
that sounded like something metal being 
dumped into the garbage dumpster which 
is not unusual.  Shortly after this familiar 
noise, my husband came into our bed-
room and asked, “Did you hear that?” 
            Of course I had; we hear a lot of 
things in our home.  He went on to say he 
thought he heard someone yelling for 
help and that there may be an accident 
outside!  He told me he was going to go 
make sure everyone was alright and see 
if any help was needed.  As Christians, 
we are to be the hands and feet of 
Christ.  Not only offering our hands for 
labor, but for love.            
  At that, he ran out the door leav-
ing me wondering what to do.  More help 
might be needed and if in fact there was 
an accident and people were hurt, they 
needed to be prayed for, and they needed 
to know they were being prayed 
for.  Matthew 18:20 says, “For where 
two or three come together in my name, 
there am I with them.”  My husband and 

I needed to be there in the name of Jesus to 
allow for His healing hand to be over those 
that were injured, and to prevent any fur-
ther catastrophes. 

However, our children were sleep-
ing in the other room and there was no one 
to stay with them but me!  After much de-
bating, I checked on the kids - who were 
fast asleep - grabbed my phone and keys, 
locked the front door, and ran out of our 
house.  So sure was I that the Lord had 
wanted me with my husband and those 
involved, I 
trusted my chil-
dren to be pro-
tected in His 
hands.  After all, 
they are really 
His children and 
only on loan to 
me. 
            When I 
got to the side-
walk, my 
neighbor was 
there investigating the commotion as 
well.  Suddenly, I heard a massive inhale 
and my neighbor saying, “My son! My 
son!  Is that my son?!” 
            We ran across the street to the acci-
dent to discover it was not her 
son. However, my husband was hovering 
over one of the victims and attempting to 
keep her calm.  I put my hand gently on his 
shoulder and whispered into his ear, “Pray 
for her.  Make sure she knows you’re pray-
ing for her right now!”  As 1 Corinthians 
12:8-10 says, “To one there is given 
through the Spirit the message of wisdom, 
to another the message of knowledge by 
means of the same Spirit, to another faith 
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of heal-
ing by that one Spirit…”.  We were un-
aware if there was another Christian there 
blessed with the gift of healing but if the 
Lord had deemed us the healers, this cou-

ple needed an outlet for the Holy Spirit to 
heal. 
            My husband lifted his head up, 
looked into my eyes and said, “I will, 
Honey.” 
            I slowly backed away from my 
husband and this fragile woman to allow 
room for the E.M.T.s and policemen.  My 
neighbor and I stood there in awe, trem-
bling with adrenaline and waiting to make 
sure no more help was needed.  After a 
few minutes of waiting and silent prayer, 

we returned to our 
houses. 
            I walked into my 
house, grabbed my Bible, 
and prayed for the two 
that got hit, the man driv-
ing the truck, the police-
men, the E.M.T.s, and my 
husband.  When I finished 
that prayer, I prayed some 
more.  For Christians, 
prayer is such an impor-
tant stabilizer.  Interces-

sion with the Holy Spirit through prayer 
can open so many doors and allow for 
miraculous signs and wonders to take 
place.  The whole book of Acts is a testa-
ment to this! 
            My husband finally came home 
and we prayed together for those involved 
in the accident, again.  When we were 
done praying I looked at my husband and 
saw the ache in his heart for those in the 
accident.  My husband and his tender, lov-
ing heart was breaking for people he did 
not know; people that he could not help.  I 
put my hand on my husband’s heart and 
began to pray a prayer of peace for 
him.  This is the heart of a Christian.  This 
is the love and desire we have for those 
we do not know but whom we wish to 
help.  This is the ache we feel when a 
friend or family member has turned their 
back on the one true God;  the ache that 
makes you want to curl up inside yourself 
and cry for days,  the pain you only feel 
when some one close to you has died,  the 
ache the Jesus Christ felt for the whole 
world when He died on the cross thou-
sands of years ago. 

After a moment or two, Kyle 
asked, “What’s on your heart Love?” 
            “Yours,” I answered. 
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    If you have spent any 
time around Bethany, you 
would know that we are a 
congregation that is deeply 
concerned for our 
neighborhood and for the 
nations. We know that God 

is burdened to see the Gospel message taken 
to Bangladesh as well as to Bloomington, to 
Rwanda as well as to Richfield. In Revela-
tion 5, John gives us a glimpse into a heav-
enly scene in which the Lamb of God is 
standing in the center of the throne, encir-
cled by the four living creatures and the 
elders. Jesus is revealed as the only one 
worthy to take the scroll and to open its 
seals - and John tells us why. Because He is 
the one who was slain and who has tri-
umphed, the one who "with his blood has 
purchased men for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation." From 
every tribe and tongue and nation. It is that 
future hope, and our simple obedience to the 
Lord's commission in Matthew 28, that has 
made missions a central part of our DNA 
since the beginning of Bethany Church. 

Early in our church's history, the Lord bur-
dened the leadership of that small congrega-
tion to recruit, train, 
send, and fully sup-
port 100 full-time 
missionaries for the 
evangelization of the 
nations. Many years 
later, our unwaver-
ing commitment to 
reach the least-
reached peoples of 
the globe looks 
somewhat different, 
but it remains 
strong. Fifteen per-
cent of our annual 
budget is targeted 
towards supporting 
dozens of missionar-
ies out of Bethany Church - serving in all 
parts of the globe. In addition to that com-
mitment from our annual budget, the people 
of Bethany Church have contributed 
strongly through our annual missions offer-
ing to enable us to initiate new avenues of 

missions outreach that the Lord has identified 
for us. Over the past couple of years, our Mis-
sions Committee and I have been meeting to-

gether - to pray, discuss, 
and to investigate a poten-
tial new partnership that 
would enable us to have a 
strategic and focused im-
pact among a least-
reached people group. 
Through this process, God 
has opened up a tremen-
dous opportunity to part-
ner with a church congre-
gation in Nairobi, Kenya 
for the purpose of planting 
a church in Garissa, 
Kenya that is focused on 
reaching Somali Muslims 
for Christ. 

    In March of this year, we had the opportunity 
to meet Dr. Stephen Kabachia, the Pastor of 
Agape Church in Nairobi, Kenya. We have 
known about Stephen for several years. He is 
the pastor of our missionaries Dan and Nancy 
Germo and he has been a leader in helping to 
mobilize the East African Church to adopt a 
stronger missionary mandate. While Dan and 
Nancy have been extremely helpful in forging 
this relationship and strengthening the bonds of 
this partnership, we have felt very strongly that 
it is the Lord's wisdom to intentionally partner 
with the Agape Church and Dr. Kabachia. We 
are coming together with a particular focus and 
a particular vision: To see a church planted in 
Garissa, Kenya that is effectively reaching So-
mali men and women for Christ.  
    Garissa is a city in northeastern Kenya that 
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Need Prayer? 
Drop an email to prayer@bethanytc.org. 

We’d Love to Pray for you! 
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Partnership in Garissa, Kenya…  (continued from page 1) 

has a population of approximately 65,000 
people, of which the vast majority are of 
Somali background. There are many evan-
gelical churches in the city of Garissa, but 
they have the tendency to focus on reaching 
Kenyans from other parts of the country who 
have been stationed 
to work in Garissa. 
These Kenyans are 
from a Christian 
background. None 
of the churches 
have truly posi-
tioned themselves 
with a commitment 
and a focus to reach 
the Somali of the 
Muslim faith. 
Frankly, it is diffi-
cult and slow work. 
However, we be-
lieve that God has opened this door, and we 
are walking through it; knowing that He will 
give us the wisdom and insight, the people 
and the resources that we will need to be 
effective in this endeavor. There are a num-
ber of unique characteristics to this opportu-
nity that make it especially attractive. Agape 
Church is a strong and growing church - a 
church that has embraced an intentional mis-
sionary stance, currently planting a new 
church through their network each month. 
Bethany College of Missions, our partner 
ministry on campus, is a Bible school that is 
focused on preparing men and women for a 
calling in missions. As a part of their train-
ing program, the students spend sixteen-
months overseas in an cross-cultural envi-
ronment where they have the opportunity to 

learn about missions with a "hands-on" 
approach. The College has chosen the city 
of Garissa as one of its locations to send 
these students for their cross-cultural mis-
sionary exposure and experience. We also 
believe that this region of Kenya is a sig-

nificant key to 
opening the door 
to reaching the 
nation of Somalia 
and the Muslim 
world as a whole. 
Due to the politi-
cal chaos in So-
malia and the 
incredible spiri-
tual resistance, 
the Gospel has 
virtually had no 
impact in the na-
tion of Somalia 

itself. It is our belief and our hope that 
many of these Somali men and women will 
be burdened to return to their homeland 
and serve as a light for the Gospel in So-
malia. Beyond that, Somali people are 
known to be an incredibly bold and coura-
geous people - a people that we believe the 
Lord could use mightily in carrying the 
Gospel into the rest of the Muslim world.  
    One more critical piece to this puzzle 
that should not surprise us is the fact that 
God has chosen to bring an unbelievable 
number of Somali men and women to the 
Twin Cities region. In Acts 17:26-27 we 
read, "From one man he made every nation 
of men, that they should inhabit the whole 
earth; and he determined the times set for 
them and the exact places where they 

should live. God did this so that men would 
seek him and perhaps reach out for him and 
find him, though he is not far from each one of 
us." Minnesota has the largest population of 
Somali people in the United States. There are 
approximately 140,000 Muslims in the Twin 
Cities region - and about half of those are So-
mali. One of our own missionaries Mike 
Neterer has pioneered a ministry called SALT 
(Somali Adult Literacy Training) that focuses 
on equipping church members to share Jesus 
with their Somali neighbors as they help them 
practice and learn how to read English. This 
ministry is bearing tremendous fruit - even in 
the difficult field of reaching Somalis. As our 
church engages in this vision to reach Somalis 
in Garissa, Kenya, we believe the Lord is go-
ing to further burden our hearts, and increase 
our effectiveness in reaching Somalis in our 
own community.  
    On November 6th, I will be flying to Kenya 
with Mike Neterer and Tim Freeman (our Mis-
sions Committee chairman) to spend ten days 
with Dr. Kabachia, Dan Germo, and others 
from their church leadership. We will be 
spending much of this time in Garissa, praying 
together and engaging in strategic and vision-
ary discussion to discern further the contours 
of our Garissa partnership. We will also be 
finalizing some details for a Bethany Church 
short-term missions trip to Garissa sometime 
in the early part of 2010. We plan to share the 
specific details of that trip upon our return 
from Kenya. Begin praying now about how 
you might be able to be personally involved in 
this exciting opportunity to reach Somalis for 
Christ in northeast Kenya. Besides, it would be 
a wonderful opportunity to escape the long 
Minnesota winter! 

     PARENTS 
 
Asher Joel  Jul 29th Steven & Jo Andrews 
Ahava Ruth-Marie Aug 5th   Rich & Amber Lang 
Isaiah Moses  Aug 27th Micah & Rebekah Garneau 
Elizabeth Pearl Sept 10th Dave & Janet Horsman 
Elisha Joel  Sept. 18th Mike & Lindy Waskowski 
Kyle Kenneth Aug 29th Kris & Kim Dorn 
Levi David  Sept 29th Waylon & Natalie Clemmons 

  
 The Lord continues to provide so faithfully for us on the preschool teaching team here at Bethany. We've gained some more young 
helpers and most of our adult helpers and teachers have stayed on this year to disciple these little ones.  
 As teachers, we cherish glimpses of God's hand at work...when we see some of the kids listening intently to the story or even asking 

questions, showing that they are curious and hungering for more...or when the children are 
eager to pray for various people, we are blessed to see the Holy Spirit at work. Sometimes 
the glimpses come from their precious parents. I remember one email in which a 
mother wrote me a quick note to say her daughter had been speaking out of the outflow of 
her heart, and had been speaking of things gleaned at children’s ministry. Another mother 
shared, "This week we went to IKEA and the kids and I prayed while eating a snack in the 
cafe for the Holy Spirit to highlight people who He wanted us to talk to. She told me there 
was a man in the bathroom with camo's on (camouflage clothes). A soldier walked out 
shortly after and we prayed for him...it was so powerful!!"  
 May the Lord continue to move in mighty ways through our families. I am gripped 
with the realization that "unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in 
vain" (Psalm 127:1) regarding this ministry (or any ministry, obviously). Knowing that we 

are dependent on God to give Himself to these children can be uncomfortable for a person like myself who wants to feel "in control," but if I 
am honest, I would want it no other way. We MUST have the Lord, and our children must have Him...more than we'll probably ever know. 
Let us rejoice that He longs to give Himself to us all. "I have revealed and saved and proclaimed— I, and not some foreign god among you. 
You are my witnesses," declares the LORD" (Isaiah 43:12).  "I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; I was found by those who 
did not seek me. To a nation that did not call on my name, I said, 'Here am I, here am I'" (Isaiah 65:1).  "...But now revealed and made 
known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him—" (Romans 
16:26).  "God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God" (1 Corinthians 2:10). 
 

 For more details about being on our team, contact LaDawn (612-250-0294). We would be blessed to have two more adult assistants 
who would like to be on the schedule once a month.  

 C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  
  

DECEMBER 
 

13: Kids Christmas Program - 10am service 
TBD: Joint congregation hymn sing @ Bloomington      

       Baptist Church. 
24: Christmas Eve Service - 5:30pm 

 
 

JANUARY 
 

3: New Sermon Series - “Majoring on the Minors”  
15-16: 314 - Encounter Retreat 

17: Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

19-20: 314 Holy Spirit Retreat 
 
 
 

MARCH 
 

TBD: Guest speaker - Mark Nysewander 
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Dr. Steve & Jennie Kabatchia 


